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iii. On the Systematics and Natural Distribution of
the Climbing Perch, Anabas altgolep;s Bleeker,
1855 (Osteichthyes : Anabantxdae)

B.V.SESHAGIRI RAO, §. GIRIJA KUMARI and
BRATNAMALA®

Anabas ohgolepxs was described by Blccker (1855) fmmBorneo
'7 Subsequenﬂyhc(lS?Q) dcscribed three spgciw of / F

latter specics Gunther (1861) recogniud four spec
lus, oligolepis and microcephalus. Day (18?8)andRegan

(1909) moognized only one species, A. scandens. Weber and de

Beaufort (1922) and Herre (1924) recognized A. testudineus only. The

validxty of A.oligolepis has not been seriously examined and it was
- believed that only onespeciesAmmdmm(ascM)mxsin
India. Seshagiri Rao (1968) recorded and described both A. testudi-
neus and A. oligolepis from Bhimavaram, ‘Andhra Pradesh -and dis-
tinguished the former by its less deep body, longer pectotals and
shorter snout. Ramaseshaiah (1978) carried out - detai}zd mveshga-
tions on the two specics, zesmdmeus and ohxa?ep‘
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1. body depth 3.1-3.5 in standard length ... A. tcsmdmm(moch)
2. body depth 2.5-2.9 in standard iength A olxgoiepu (Blceker)

Di.wibuﬁomAvaﬂable data suggests that - the dbtrﬂ:mmnofA oIi—
golqsisismm widespread than expected, :

f Anabas species present inthe collecti
mdiaw or scandem) Amopg ¥
A. tamditm and the remaining fwent arcA.

‘on ZSI matenal, Bhimavamm, Akiveedu
Lake), Machilipatnam, Kankinada(Andhra P
- Lake (Madras) — based on author’s collecti :
. (Borneo) — based onmeeke:asssys:imke

] myagala (1929) -

"wledgement : .
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Plate 1

Anabas testudineus (Bloch, 1792) 113.0 mm 8. L. (above) and A. oli-
golepis (Bleeker.lSSS), 113.0 mm S = (bclow), Blumavaram, Andhra
Pradash




